eralizations on natural history presented below are based on this gnostic scheme.
Detecting alcoholism is difficult because families may deny the stence of alcoholism in elderly parents or grandparents or be too arrassed to reveal the problem to health care professionals.  In ition, physicians and other health professionals may be biased inst a diagnosis of alcoholism in the elderly and may fail to
i A /
sider it. ±zJ  Because of these difficulties, the epidemiologi-data may underestimate the extent of the problem.  Furthermore, natural history formulated for old age alcoholism may be biased the same difficulties in diagnosis and case detection and by ufficient sample size because of the high attrition inherent in longitudinal study of older individuals.il/
Table 1 presents the prevalence of alcoholism, as diagnosed by ious criteria, in selected populations.  Community surveys esti-e alcoholism afflicts from two to 10 percent of the elderly«jL»2_/ rates increase for widowers and those with jail recordsTl>2/ the elderly in nursing homes,M/ general hospitals,Z±iZ/, and ise admitted to psychiatric facilities 18,197 aiso have a higher ^valence of alcoholism. Although the prevalence of drinking and :ohol-related problems diminishes with advancing age, 20-23/ a istantial proportion of the elderly may suffer the consequences of lohol use and alcoholism.
TABLE  1 EPIDEMIOLOGY OF ALCOHOLISM
Prevalence  in the
Site                                           Geriatric Population
Community,   independent  living                                           2-10%
General Hospitals                                                  15-30%
Psychiatric Hospitals                                             5-50%
Medical  Outpatients                                                5-15%
Nursing   Homes                                                        15-20%
zural History of Alcoholism
The natural history of alcoholism in the elderly is remarkable : two apparent subtypes.3,24/ the so-called "early-onset" and i "late-onset" types.  The designation depends on whether ^ohol—related life oroblems hpean h p. for p. (parlv'i nr affpr